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Guiding Questions:

How can 
housing needs 
be addressed 
amidst budget 

cuts?

How can 
community 

colleges 
collaborate 

with 
Universities to 

create 
housing 

opportunities..

How can 
participants 
link youth to 

THP programs 
in their own 

areas?

A Student 
Perspective

What are 
some creative 

ways to get 
around 

common 
housing 

barriers for 
former foster 

youth



Housing Options for Emancipated 

Foster Youth in College

Host Family

Scattered 
Site

Residence 
Halls

THP-Plus 
Options

Apartments

Rooms for 
rent



What are the pros and cons for 

living on campus financially?

Pros
· Convenience ïproximity to classes

· All in one rent payment: Utilities, amenities, 
food costs, and rent

· Responsible for individual rent only, if 
roommate leaves, another is assigned

· Disbursement arranged directly to Housing 
from Financial Aid.  Always able to have ña 
roof over your head and foodò.

· Flexibility with deadlines if Financial Aid 
doesnôt come in on time (ie Chafee does not 
arrive at first day of class)

· For 1st year students transitioning to college 
the adjustment to paying bills and budgeting 
is challenging, so having this taken care of 
eases the burden.

Cons

· High density  

· Restrictive to campus eateries

· Not much choice in replacement

· Less freedom of managing your 
own money.

· Can fall through the cracks, if 
not monitored carefully, and fee 
deferrals are not in place.

· For those who have been 
managing their own money, this 
can be frustrating to not have 
the choice.



Advantages that are not financial
· Educational engagement, both in the classroom and out.

· Student Involvement in leadership opportunities, student 
organizations, developing friendships.

· Access and use of supportive services on campus.  Residential 
students utilize services more than commuter services.  

· Research has shown that students who live on campus are more 
inclined to connect with the university after they graduate.

· Supportive peer advisors and residential staff professionals who 
provide activities, connections to resources, and crisis support in 
each residence hall.

· Students in the traditional age group 18-22 yrs. find this the best 
place to start their higher education journey. 

· Some colleges have year round housing at reasonable rates.

· One-on-one case management by  ILP and THP-Plus Case Manager



Disadvantages that are                        

not financial
· Students not comfortable with 

living in a high density 
environment struggle with finding 
quiet time to study

·Not all colleges have year round 
housing, and those that do 
depending on the living option 
(ie. Dormitory) make studentsô 
move during breaks.

·Students living on campus are 
limited in what they can prepare 
for meals when the dining 
commons close during break.  


