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Getting Prepared for Graduate School: 
Websites for students and instructors 

GPP phone number: 530-752-5264 
Website: http://gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/ 



+Technical Details 

n Webinar is being recorded 

n Presentation materials will 
be posted at 
www.cacollegepathways.org 

n To submit questions, click 
on the “Questions” panel, 
type your question, and 
click “Send” 

n Please complete our survey 
after the webinar 
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The UC Davis Guardian 

Professions Program 
•  A support program for students who are interested in 

pursuing advanced degrees and have a background in 
foster care.  

•  Educate undergraduates about graduate school, the 
advantages of earning an advanced degree and the career 
opportunities.  

•  Offer supportive services to former foster youth to apply 
for advanced degrees.  

•  Coach applicants and provide small scholarships to cover 
the associated expenses. 

•  Provide supportive services while enrolled in graduate 
school.  
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Applying for an advanced degree 

is a complex process 

n  For application cycle 2014-2015, three online classes for 
different phases: Getting Prepared for Graduate School.  

n  Online class started in Spring 2015 for students who were 
ready to work on their application and apply in the Fall 2015.   

n  Material for these classes and the work of mentoring 40 
students through the application process has resulted in the 
website: Getting Prepared for Graduate School.  There is 
an accompanying Instructors website.  



Website homepage 
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Website Address 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/ucdavis.edu/guardian-
professions-program/  

 

Also accessible from the UC Davis website:  

https://gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/prospective-students/
guardian-professions-program 



Process and Discovery 
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Process and Discovery 

n Introduction sets the tone: going to Graduate 
School involves some uncertainty, doing your 
own research and asking lots of questions.  

n You don’t have to know what you want to do to 
start your investigation.  

n Three sections offer suggestions on how to  
help students gain knowledge and 
information. 
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Process and Discovery (Pt 2) 

Talk with others: 

•  Professors 
•  Graduate students 
•  Professionals 
•  Mentors 

Attend Events: 

•  Career fairs and 
information 
sessions 

•  Great way to find 
out a lot of 
information 
quickly.  

Immersive 
experiences: 

•  Volunteer or paid 
positions 

•  Shadowing a 
professional 

•  Internship 
•  Sit in on a class 
•  Conduct your own 

research or work for a 
professor 

•  Pipeline programs 



Getting Things in Order 
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Getting Things in Order 

n Creating a timeline of tasks, tests and 
documents.   

n Applying for an advanced degree is 
sometimes iterative and not often a linear 
process.   

n Five sections to help students get 
acquainted with some of the requirements.  
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Getting Things in Order (Pt 2) 

Program selection: you now have an idea of what you want to 
do. What program will best prepare you for that field/job/

career?  

Experience: Do you need pre-professional experience, 
volunteer, paid employment, research?  

Tests: What kind of test(s) do you need to take? Many programs 
require a standardized test.  

References: Who will write the three letters of reference that 
most programs require?  

Degree: Do you want to do a PhD or Masters degree? Or a joint 
degree? 



Put Yourself on Paper 
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Put Yourself on Paper 

n Each applicant will present their strengths and 
experience with various documents.  

n Nine sections, each dealing with a different general 
component of the application. Not all degrees will 
require all components. 

Statement of 
Purpose 

Personal 
History 

Personal 
Statement 

Fellowship 
Statement 

Resume or 
Curriculum 
Vitae (CV) 

Addendum Potential 
Mentors 

Recommen-
dations 

Applications for 
Private 

Universities  
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Other Features 

n  Professional Schools/Portals: Many professional schools, 
medical and dental school, law school and certain health 
professions have ‘portals’ where students can submit a 
singular application with each school then asking for 
secondary information particular to their program.  Links to 
portals and information sites.  

n  Teaching Cases: Narratives about successful applicants. 
Each case poses a challenge or problem to engage the 
reader.  

n  More Information: Catch-all category for important items 
that don’t fall under the other categories.   



Instructors website 
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Teaching cases and Curriculum 

 

Getting Prepared for Graduate School Instructors 
website: 

https://sites.google.com/a/ucdavis.edu/instructors-
site-gpp/ 
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Instructors Website and  

Teaching Cases  

n  Getting Prepared for Graduate School can be used as a self-
directed tool by potential applicants.  

n  It can also be used as a resource for instructors and facilitators 
who want to teach about the possibilities of advanced degrees 
and associated careers.  

n  The Instructors site contains the same tabs as the Getting 
Prepared for Graduate School site and there is a summary of the 
section under each tab. There is also a syllabus under each tab 
that proposes how to teach the material in that section.  

n  Teaching Cases:  The teaching cases are posted with 
accompanying facilitators guide.  
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Mentoring Class 

n  Notice to all programs directors/advisors in early Spring to 
have students sign up for mentoring.   

n  Using the website as the ‘curriculum.’ 

n  It is never too early to start considering an advanced degree.  
For some degrees, in fact, it is necessary.   

n  If a student wants to do a PhD and doesn’t participate in some 
kind of research as an undergraduate then they may have to 
do a Masters degree. Most degree programs will want to see 
some kind of pre-professional training and work.  

n  If you know students who have already expressed an interest 
in graduate school, please have them contact me.  
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UC Davis  

Guardian Professions Program 

For more information contact:  
GPP Director, Dr. Sylvia Sensiper  
530-752-5264 
ssensiper@ucdavis.edu 
https://gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/ 


